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Wilderness. Bruce. Dec. 1945. 271p. $2.50. 
When Champlain began the settlement New France 
and when the first coureurs-de-bois blazed trail down 
the St. Lawrence the Lakes the West search 
ec. furs missionaries were the company. First the Recollects 
and then the Jesuits plunged into trackless wilderness, 
1945. aland pagan terror, harsh, dark and bloody land 
Dec. gather the harvest souls for God. The vineyard was 
and stony, the laborers were few yet less than 
hy, twenty-five years the Jesuits succeeded building 
outpost the faith among the Hurons only 
1945. Il] see topple one the most savage annihilations 


the world has ever seen, one the most glorious series 
martyrdoms the annals the Church—the sacri- 
Brebeuf, Jogues, Lalemant and their gallant com- 
panions. The story their labors and their ends has been 
apart the Jesuit Relations since the 17th Century and 
here woven into novel built about their work among 
Hurons and the story two brothers who were 
prominent the fate that nation. 


Indian religion was worship the sun-god, 
the moans and lives tortured captives were 
acceptable sacrifice. His ministers were the sorcerers 
who were guided the okis, host minor deities. 
Indian custom, woodlands law, was bitter and savage and 
the fittest, the worst sense that 
Among the Hurons there was loose confederation 
villages under chiefs contrast the tight confedera- 
tion the Iroquois Long House, their cousins and bitter 
The story opens the Huron village Ossos- 
where two brothers, Teondechorran, the elder having 
reached warrior status, and Chiwatenwa, three 
years his junior introduce the reader Huron life. Teon- 
the typical savage, mighty brave, obeying 
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the code the woods, believing implicity Aireskoi and 
carrying out his commands interpreted the sorcerer. 
Chiwatenwa however gentler, though tough-fibered and 
fearless, more rational, not held thrall pagan 
superstition. Both brothers have three things com- 
mon—affection for each other, love their nation and 
hatred the Iroquois who wish destroy it. They still 
retain each others confidence but gradually rift de- 
veloping between them the elder follows Hunchback, 
the villager sorcerer, while the younger disclaims his 
teachings. 


The lovely Aonetta comes Ossossone together with her 
mother Taharia and her ailing brother Ahauntsie. Chi- 
watenwa loses his heart Aonetta and shields her and 
her family from the savagery Indian custom. the 
same time Nicholas Viel, Recollect, comes the Hurons 
but soon leaves taking Ahauntsie with him and both are 
murdered the journey east with the connivance 
Hunchback. Eventually Chiwatenwa and Aonetta be- 
come man and wife and young “lodgelights” arrive 
brighten their lives. Then comes “Echon”, Jean Bre- 
beuf,, laughing giant who could understand the Indians 
but who met with instant hostility from Hunchback and 
his party. Echon saved Chiwatenwa’s appeal the 
Council Fire and begins his long mission among the 
Hurons. Progress dishearteningly slow with the Hunch- 
back and Teondechorran blaming the Black Robes for 
hunger, pestilence, storms, and Iroquois inroads. Only 
Chiwatenwa and few kindred spirits heed his teachings 
and help his work. Teondechorran becomes Fire- 
Juggler, ritualistic healer unharmed the fire uses. 
becomes steadily more savage, more fanatical his 
faith that Aireskoi alone can save the Hurons and his 
hatred the missionaries. When Chiwatenwa wishes 
send his daughter convent school Quebec Teon- 
dechorran finally renounces him completely. 
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spite opposition Brebeuf and Jogues, who had joined 
him, succeeded their plans for establishment Ste. 
Marie the famous mission center. Shortly after Chi- 
watenwa, earlier baptized Joseph, was killed the 
quois the instigation Hunchback. Then Teonde- 
chorran began change. lost his magic power 
deal with fire and finally became converted, assisting the 
Jesuits much Chiwatenwa had. trip from 
Quebec Jogues and Teondechorran were captured the 
Iroquois. Some the party were killed, the rest tor- 
tured and enslaved but Teondechorran escaped return 
his people. Jogues was ransomed and then returned 
his death among the Iroquois with John Lande. 
Brebeuf, Lalemant, Chabanel and Garnier were still 
Ste. Marie with its auxiliary missions St. Ignace and 
St. Louis. the late 1640’s the Huron mission had been 
built flourishing one and its latter years were 
fairly peaceful despite the Iroquois menace which hung 
constantly over it. Finally the Iroquois struck St. 
Ignace and then St. Louis where two battles Teon- 
dechorran and the last the Huron braves died while 
Brebeuf and Lalemant were martyred. The mission center 
Ste. Marie was then abandoned and the remnants 
the Hurons set out for Christian Island where they were 
face eventual starvation. 


Dark Was the Wilderness stirring story the Huron 
mission, One written with sympathetic understanding 
and historical fidelity the events involved. novel 
noteworthy one the first writen equally from 
the viewpoint Indian and missionary. Characters and 
events are painted broad general strokes necessary 
when the authors attempt compress the events 
thirty-five years into 271 pages. There plethora 
Indian names but helpful glossary partially obviates that 
difficuity. Although times the artistry writing 
not all that might expected and while characterization 
frequently sketchy yet the book competently done 
and readable story events which were important 
the missionary history our continent. The book can 
well recommended for all save the very youngest classes 
readers. 


Swanson, Neil The Perilous Flight. 
hart. Nov. 29, 1945. xiii, 555p. $3.50. 


One our lesser known wars the second with the 
British 1812, war which the British nearly suc- 
ceeded reversing the decision the Revolution. Most 
remember from our history lessons the burning 
Washington, the prowess our seamen, the Battle 
New Orleans and The Star Spangled Banner, which 
national anthem was written during the defense Fort 
McHenry and which has been called song nobody can 
sing, about event importance”. Mr. Swanson 
disagrees with the significance usually given the Battle 
New Orleans and claims that the full and correct 
version the origin The Star Spangled Banner has 
never been given. support his claim has com- 
piled from contemporary sources fast moving and read- 
able history the events which lead the composition 
our national anthem. 


Farrar Rine- 


When General Ross landed small army Maryland 
August, 1814 confronted hastily gathered force 
American militia under General Winder. Blandens- 
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burg his army “Wellington’s the troops 
who had driven Napoleon from Europe, easily dispersed 
the militia and marched burn Washington. From 
there they retreated hastily the British Fleet 
peake Bay. Mr. Swanson analyzes the Battle 
burg detail giving the composition the opposing 
forces, troop movements, terrain, orders and all accom. 
panying details. concludes that the rout was caused 
not the cowardice the American citizen soldiery but 
inefficient and conflicting command. However, routed 
the Americans were, though some them fought bravely 
and well, and the countryside was open Ross who 
burned the capital and then reembarked. 

But Washington was not the goal Ross Admiral 
Cochrane’s mighty fleet. That goal was Baltimore, the 
“pirate’s nest”, from whose harbor had issued the 
ateers who galled British shipping and whose wealth 
would well repay looting. Baltimore knew this and 
knew also that was not popular with the rest the 
country, that could expect little aid outside its own 
resources. Baltimore called Sam Smith, 
tionary veteran and businessman. the few weeks 
maining before September 12th Sam Smith, combining 
his talents businessman and soldier, whipped together 
force and plan. euchred Winder out command, 
built fortifications one point only, banking the British 
land and attack from North Point. When the 
British did land Smith sent men delay them and 
engagement was fought Godly’s Wood which the 
Americans stood well against the British. that battle 
Ross was killed and Brooke took command the army. 


Meanwhile the fleet had moved against Fort McHenry 
Whetstone Point and, lying out range, had begun 
bombard with heavy artillery, mortars and rockets, 
the V-bombs that day. But the fort could not 
silenced and the army could not find vulnerable point 
the fortifications and fleet and army withdrew beaten 
Sam Smith and the same men they had routed 
Bladensburg month earlier. The actual significance 
the successful defense Baltimore lay the fact that, 
coupled with other British reverses Canada, enabled 
the American commissioners sign advantageous 
peace Ghent before the Battle New Orleans and 
save the country from destruction. Throughout the 
scription the attack Baltimore line after line The 
Star Spangled Banner shown proper perspective 
through explanation the factors which was based. 


The book appears closely reasoned account the 
events recorded with most the author’s inferences being 
supported quotations from contemporary sources. 
rather summary and brusque dealing with what 
considers misrepresentation but always cites some 
evidence support his position. 
moving and exciting history spite the multiplicity 
detail which necessary. The book might classed 
one the “debunking” type but seems always 
straight-forward and honest. The authenticity and value 
the sources course are matters which only 
historians can decide. The book, which illustrated, 
has maps and set notes, will appeal all readers 
who are interested American history. There 
sional profanity and one suggestive reference sex 
353) but spite this would seem suitable for 
most classes readers including older 
students. 
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Sturzo, Don Luigi. Spiritual Problems Our Times. 
Longmans. Nov. 28, 1945. 182p. $2.00. 


The problems that the author undertakes answer 
this book are not spiritual problems the limited, and 
more usual, sense pertaining formal devotion, but 
the broader and truer sense problems confronting the 
mind any and every man. “The needs the soul 
call spirituality, far they are needs the spirit 
its entirety, intellect that thirsts for truth, will 
that thirsts for good, and consciousness that synthetizes 
and reflects the two principles intellect and will the 
unity the spirit” (p. 67). Philosophy, from this point 
view, not the exclusive concern the specialist, but 
the basic interest man; for man must, order think 
all, systematize his knowledge, and the systematization 
knowledge philosophy. Man driven the very 
demands his nature ask and answer for himself cer- 
tain all-important questions, all which concern some 
way the acquisition truth and the possession the good. 


Four chapters are devoted the first these, and the 
remaining eight the second. The quest truth that 
discovering reasoning unifying center thought 
and being. This concern man always present con- 
cern, present which, consciousness, the complexus 
traditions, habits, ideas, sentiments, which have found 
concrete expression such public and private institutions 
the family, religion, the State, culture, the arts, 
even economic and material life. This present, 
rooted the past, looks the future realizable ideal. 


The author’s treatment anything but abstract, even 
discussing the most subtle ideas; summarize them will 
unavoidably strip them the freshness that they have 
his own expression. The quest truth quest 
intelligible unity first all the ethical and the esthetic, 
secondly the individual society, and thirdly the 
contingent and the absolute. The antagonism each 
case only apparent antagonism. Beauty and truth 
are fundamentally moral, for morality inner law 
free expression, and not law outside man himself. 
knowing the knower knows himself part whole, 
and sees sometimes the center the whole, 
sometimes netd higher center orientation 
and unification. Hence the intuition reality 
whole, accompanying every act knowing, brings man 
eventually God. God, known first reasoned neces- 
sity giving meaning thought and things, known 
the second moment Personal Absolute. 

The discussion the above problems preamble 
the discussion the practical spiritual problems con- 
fronting the average person. The need spirituality 
inner need; the intellect and will, mutually responsive, 
necessarily transform truth into living reality good 
and love. 

The tendency secular culture separatist, driving apart 
man and God, Church and State, morality 
Against these false antagonisms and divisions stands the 
unifying influence the Church and Christ. The Cath- 
olic must first appreciate the nature and influence the 
Church the Mystical Body Christ, and learn again 
his sense belonging, his sense solidarity 
with Christ and through Christ with all men. For this 
must detached, detached not the false sense 
thinking that can live apart from his present, nor 
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the equally false sense longing for the return 
idyllic past, but the true sense consciously living 
the spirit Christ. This means spiritual detachment 
from worldly things, and realization his place and 
function the Christian community. 


The practical means are ready hand: the Liturgical 
movement, which eminently social movement; Cath- 
olic Action, the lay apostolate, which old the 
Church; systematic and prayerful study the New Testa- 
ment; acceptance the Beatitudes plan practical 
asceticism necessary for every one. 


This summary does little justice the book. Perhaps 
some philosophers may challenge some the positions 
taken the early chapters, but they are not intended 
controversial. one will able challenge the sound 
common sense and practical spirituality the author. 
deals with problems that are always timely, but way 
that has special timeliness for the present. 
Charles Denecke, 


University Scranton 


Reynolds, Quentin. Officially Dead. The Story Com- 
mander Smith. Random House. Nov. 19, 1945. 


$2.75. 


When Japan attacked Pearl Harbor December, 1941 
Commander Columbus Darwin Smith, member the 
Shanghai Pilots’ Association since 1935, was command 
the gunboat USS Wake reality radio communica- 
tions ship. ensign World War Yangtze 
river captain since 1929 and Shanghai pilot since 1935 
spoke Chinese and Japanese, knew the country and 
the people. had re-entered the Navy November, 
1941 and had been given several secret assignments 
addition his ostensible December 8th 
was arrested the Japanese and placed for short time 
the custody the Navy where was treated well. 
But then was turned over the Japanese Army and 
began his pilgrimage through series prisons where 
cruelty, starvation, torture and general inhumanity were 
rampant. With another American and British Naval 
officer escaped from Woosung Prison but was recap- 
tured, tried deserter from the Japanese Army and 
sentenced ten years Ward Road Prison Shanghai. 
From there again escaped with Commander Woolley 
and marine named Storey and after 600 mile odyssey 
found safety with Chinese guerillas from where was 
eventually brought home. 


The book includes stories Japanese prison brutality and 
torture, incidents from Commander Smith’s past life, the 
detailed story their trip through China and the accom- 
panying incredible hardships. There are several instances 
profanity, one reference pages 95-96 which seems 
condone sexual license sailors, and superstitious 
legend soul snatching the Yangtze. For these reasons 
and because the general nature the material the book 
seems suitable only for adults. 


Tennien, Mark. Chungking Listening Post. Creative 


Age. Nov. 23, 1945. $2.50. 


Frequenters the Chinese stage are happily acquainted 
with the Property Man, that master ceremonies, stage 
setter, tea passer, announcer and buffer between cast and 
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audience. this group Mark Tennien—Roman collar, 
cassock, spectacles and all—appears popular role, 
interpreting Western listeners the drama taking place 
the vast and dimly lighted stage China. From his 
Chungking vantage point reveals some the manoeu- 
vres taking place back stage, now and then ad-lib-ing, 
interpolating episode passage absent from the formal 
script. 


Father Tennien speaks for the stage hands and scene 
shifters the greatest military tragedy this any 
former day. Being Maryknoll missioner, writes most 
intimately and copiously the men Maryknoll, but 
never too deeply concerned with his own group 
take time out celebrate the prowess Franciscans, 
Passionists, Jesuits, Protestants, and most poignantly, the 
bitter fate the lone worker, George Hunter, free lance 
apostle striving bring Christianity the desert peoples 
Sinkiang. “It men like Hunter,” Father Tennien 
comments, “who the impossible.” 


From two first hand accounts, the story George Hunter 
and the diary the German priest, Philip Moritz, the 
writer draws his picture the “no-sleep” torture cur- 
rently employed the Russians. The Russians are science 
minded now, students anatomy and neurology, pro- 
foundly conversant with the effects sleeplessness 
brain and nervous system. Under their ministrations 
they unravel the links memory and determination 
readily the knitter pulls loose the stitches sweater. 
Eighty year old George Hunter and Father Moritz are 
experienced authorities the effects the improved 
technique for extracting information, true false, from 
suspects held starving, without rest, and without one 
moment sleep, day after day, week after week. 


Perhaps the most brilliant and baffling chapters Chung- 
king Listening Post are the two entitled Become Finan- 
cial Institution”, and “Curiosities Chinese Currency”. 
Even the halcyon days peace Chinese currency and 
exchange are things the prudent tourist, even the Ameri- 
can financial wizard, content leave the tour con- 
ductor; but under military occupation they are Asian mys- 
teries that make even the native money changer rub his 
oblique eyes. Indeed, the Ho-ho Twins themselves, those 
mythical genii who devised the abacus and then died 
laughing their invention, must have difficulty under- 
standing what goes the great banking establishments 
where their effigies, carved, cast painted, surmount the 
main portals. 


“If there were difficulties getting money from abroad,” 
writes Father Tennien, “there were greater problems 
delivering from Chungking the ultimate recipients 
the adumbrate this problem cites Father 
Mannian’s negotiations speeding funds Bishop Con- 
naughton the Irish Franciscans. 

Father Mannian went market and bought herd 
pigs. also hired some helpers who drove the swine 
the river. There hired trustworthy junk master. 
The pigs were loaded into the wide-bellied craft and 
ferried across into enemy territory. The Japanese sentry 
who watched the unloading had nothing his manual 
about searching and questioning Father Mannian 
drove the happy squealing herd into the city. Without 
difficulty converted the hogs into Japanese cash, and 
hour later Bishop Connaughton had enough money 
keep his outposts going for several months.” 


Buck 


Best 
This book interest and concern the wide 
field China, well the stay-at-home layman who 
must sometimes wonder whether, and how, the wheels make 
the vehicle bearing the Gospel Christ Sinkiang 
and Sikang, Yunnan and Yenan, received the needed infidel 
monetary oil during the Japanese occupation great parts 
China. Father Tennien reassures us; though sometimes 
they may have cracked, and always they squeaked, the 
wheels continued turn. the 
Genevieve Wimsatt, this 
Institute Chinese Culture, would 
Washington, anyon 
people 
Buck, Pearl Portrait Marriage. John Day 
pany. Nov. 29, 1945. 224p. $2.50. 
Pearl Buck ranks with Sinclair Lewis and Eugene O’Neill Fleege, 
the three Nobel Prize winners American literature. Boy. 
The Good Earth Pearl Buck’s masterpiece. Its setting 
China. Portrait Marriage good average novel 
set the Pennsylvania German country before and 
through World War reaching the last part into World 
War the story cultured, well-born artist and 
humble unlettered farm girl marriage that should the 
have proved incompatible but which true love and mutual 
sacrifice made work art. 
William Barton, young artist, scion old Philadelphia 
family, sees Ruth Harnsbarger, Pennsylvania German 
farm girl, paints her for his masterpiece, and loses his Self 
heart her. Recognizing her social incompatibility and 
his parents’ certain objections tries forget her during 
winter New York where would have been glad 
fall love with Elise Vanderwort his own class. 
But the spring returned Ruth, kissed her, which 
meant engagement. Then and Ruth sat down the 
garden, had intercourse, agreed married week, 
which they did without the approval William’s parents. 
After some months New York, Ruth felt choked 
that they returned the Harnsbarger farm. They had 
two girls and boy. William’s pictures became con 
breaking away from Ruth improve his But did sents thi 
not. Hal went off war. Mary married neighboring 
farm boy. Elise Vanderwort, having lost her sons non-tech 
World War adopted Jill. Ruth and William grow 
Hal has married Paris and stayed there. When World 
War breaks out, Hal and his wife are killed. Their standing 
children are adopted Jill. But William still happy principal 
his Ruth, and she him. One night dies his Over 
sleep her arms. The local papers and even the Phila 
delphia papers write him artist whose 
early promise had not been fulfilled. But know Americai 
made great success being husband and father. The 
expect. sympathetic. has crude expressions are 
Sundays. However, times William’s 
the physical beauty his wife, the mention youth 
thighs and breasts, can held offend somewhat The boy 
good taste. The content marriage, too, tion 
phatically sexual, rather than spiritual. These are unfavoral 
tic, rather than ethical faults. For great what 
one surprised, too, that there are few luminous 
tences, though one old age, 106, and another parents 
marriage, 185, are worth calling attention to. that 


2 

4 
§ 
3 
lig 


nan who 
wheels 
Sinkiang 
needed 
parts 
ymetimes 


the 


Culture, 


Com- 


setting 
age novel 
fore and 
World 
artist and 
should 
mutual 


iladelphia 
German 
bility and 
during 
been glad 
class. 
which 
the 
week, 
parents. 
They had 
con 
did 
eighboring 
grow old. 
World 
still happy 
dies his 
the Phila 
know 


would 
church 
nention 
agains 
are aesthe 
ninous 
another 


DECEMBER 15, 1945 


Essentially the novel brings out the very wholesome idea 
that two decent, mutually respectful, loving people can 
make success out marriage spite social and cul- 
tural inequalities—an important point today. Marital 
infidelity represented something decent people simply 
not consider. The only flaw that, citing Pennsyl- 
German customs, virtually represented all 
right for Ruth and William have intercourse soon 
they are certainly engaged married. However, 
this delicately handled and not stressed. Young readers 
would hardly catch it. can recommend the novel 


anyone old enough marry and could wish all married 
people read it. 


* * 


Fleege, Urban H., Self Revelation the Adolescent 
Boy. Bruce. 1945. 384p. $3.50. 


Men forums and the press often discuss the juvenile. 
They condemn growing youth; they defend him. Too 
often books have been written concerning the puzzle 
from the conception the adult brain. 
Father Felix Kirsch, O.F.M., writes, “We hope anxiously 
for the day when some Catholic author will have the 
courage record for what and his brothers and 
sisters the profession have gathered from the intimate 
contacts with the boy and girl”. 


And seems that the book reviewed has done just that. 
Self Revelation the Adolescent Boy Dr. Urban 
Fleege different from others boys for the author 
speaks the mind the modern boy himself. His book 
The boy opens himself is, how thinks, what 
does, what fears and desires, and how reacts his 
own problems. These problems arise within himself, 
home, school, church, and social environments. 
Dr. Fleege accomplished his task sending question- 
naire 214 inquiries 2000 boys whom also personally 
interviewed. This compilation was the basis his doc- 
the Catholic University America. pre- 
sents thirty-eight diagrams and forty-one tables graphically 
his findings. The language the book 
non-technical thus widening its reader appeal. the 
time writing, the author was student and the thesis 
emerges product mature professor whose under- 
sanding youth was aided from his experiences 
principal Cathedral High School Bellville, 
Over and above his experience, questionnaire, and inter- 
views, his index and bibliography emphasizes the im- 
mense labor and careful effort his part discover 
American Catholic Youth. 


The book divided into five general sections each having 
two five chapters. the first part the purposes the 
book are enumerated; the adolescent himself described; 
his fundamental characteristics outlined; the method 
executing the questionnaire explained; and problems 
youth demonstrated. 


The boy his home discovered the author Sec- 
tion II. The influence home conditions, favorable 
unfavorable, and the boy’s reactions them clearly show 
what wealth good harm parents can cause 
maintaining their home. The youth’s relationships his 
Parents are thoroughly aired and his immense problem— 
that being misunderstood, well developed. 


Fleege Blackford 


175 


Section III calls the attention teachers. The author 
wonders whether the school cooperates enough with the 
home the training youth. The guidance youth, 
spiritually, physically, and materially affords much thought 
and teacher-pupil relationships are reviewed. Spiritual 
leaders will enlightened small measure the 
boy’s reactions the religious course the school. 


The problem social adjustments are rightfully based 
Pope Pius XI’s Encyclical the Christian Education 
Youth the fourth section. The emotional strain the 
youth turns from childhood manhood contrasted 
and his feelings analyzed. The use leisure time par- 
ticularly stressed with special emphasis the influence 
movies the thought and actions the growing boy. 
The boy-girl attitude with its many mixed outbursts makes 
interesting reading while the problem his sex adjust- 
ment gives the reader insight the boy’s struggles 
concerning this delicate topic. One will surprised 
the modern Catholic youth’s estimate the morality 
sex relationships. And one will readily conclude that the 
sympathetic understanding parents and leaders youth 
this most important subject will aid him immeasurably 
adopting clear, Catholic attitude this God-given 
treasure. 


the final section, the adolescent review expresses his 
hope God, parents, teachers, social leaders and com- 
panions. “Jack,” the summary Dr. Fleege’s findings, is, 
after all, good average Catholic boy, product our 
schools who will measure the standards set for him 
particularly given the understanding and incentive 
his parents and teachers. 


The book will afford fund knowledge all puzzled 
parents who can’t seem cope with their growing son. 
Teachers and leaders youth will greatly aided its 
revelations and will furnished with knowledge their 
boys help them become that they are be- 
come mentally, and physically. Even the boy 
himselt may enjoy the book for will realize that 
problems, desires, and ambitions are not peculiar unto 
himself but rather are shared his pals; the mirror may 
help him understand and find himself and doing 
surmount his own difficulties. 

Rev. Linus Fricker, 

Honesdale, Pa. 


Blackford, A., Lieut.-Col. War Years With 
Jeb Stuart. Scribners. Aug. 20, 1945. xv, 322p. $3.00. 


William Willis Blackford (1831-1905) was thirty years 
old the outbreak the War between the States. Hap- 
pily married, the father four young children, and 
prospering business, did not welcome the advent 
war. fact, was strong anti-secessionist until 
Mr. Lincoln’s demand upon Virginia for contingent 
troops “to put down the Rebellion” made neutrality im- 
possible. Then, Ist Lieutenant cavalry company 
had been largely instrumental raising, was assigned 


Stuart. Thenceforth, save for brief service Richmond 
the spring 1862, was near Stuart until 
assigned duty with the Ist Regiment Engineers 
January 1864. For the nineteen months preceding this 
final separation was member Stuart’s staff, and 
the terms was with the cavalry commander the 
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Army Northern Virginia may gathered from Stuart’s 
letter farewell. “To say that part from you with 
regret,” wrote the general, “is poor expression what 
the same bond attachment.” 


Wounded once (not seriously) and several times pros- 
trated fever, Col. Blackford survived until 1905. The 
years after the war were spent the exercise his pro- 
fession civil engineer. Just when the present memoirs 
were written not stated, but they were begun certainly 
not later than 1896 and probably good deal earlier. 


adequate summary War Years would involve some 
account the doings the Cavalry Division the 
Army Northern Virginia from just after Stuart’s first 
ride around McClellan 1862 the winter after Gettys- 
burg, 1863-4, and brief history the Ist Engineer 
Regiment from the beginning 1864 the Confederacy’s 
downfall—which would make pamphlet, not book 
review. 


The importance Col. Blackford’s volume lies its 
being honest, unvarnished account, written in- 
telligent, educated man, the men came contact 
with and the events saw and took part during his 
war service. rule, does not throw any startlingly 
new light the great men and outstanding events 
writes of. does add our knowledge minor figures 
and less notable happenings. His account his service 
with the engineers particularly valuable bécause little 
has been written about that branch the Confederate 
forces. 


much interest, too, are the occasional incidental re- 
marks that help understand what the Army the 
field thought various persons and things. Whenever 
Col. Blackford mentions President Davis with un- 
concealed dislike and hardly veiled contempt. For the 
gencral West Point graduatcs (with some excep- 
tions), has few good words; for the carping blus- 
tering Southern newspapers, none all. Two casual 
sentences hit off delightfully not uncommon Virginian 
attitude toward the “Deep South”. “Richmond,” writes 
the colonel, “was overrun with people from the Cotton 
States connected with the new Confederate government, 
and some them were rather shock the refinement 
Richmond. The tone society Richmond has 
never recovered from this inroad.” 


have here then very entertaining and honest book— 
one which tells soldierly frolics and daring and priva- 
tions and perils—free equally from heroics and cynicism, 
and so, well calculated make see the men that 
far-off day just about they were camp and battle- 
field, the lives they lived, the deaths they died. 


The book has interesting and laudatory Introduction 
the doyen living writers Confederate history, 
Douglas Freeman, fairly good index, eight excellent 
photographic illustrations, and appendix rosters 
officers the organizations with which Col. Blackford 
served. 

War Years With Jeb Stuart entirely suitable for general 


reading, though, course, its greatest appeal will 
those especially interested the War between the States. 


Winston, 
Richmond, Virginia 
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Best SELLERs 


Cobb, Wayward Parent, Irvin Cobb, 
Oct. 10, 1945. 255p. $2.50. 


Wayward Parent, Irvin Cobb, the life story 
“humorist the flesh” written Elisabeth Cobb, daugh. 
ter the eminent American journalist and author 
uncommon tribute extremely uncommon father, 
The exuberant biography eliminates uninteresting dates 
and develops crystal-clear picture the boyhood, youth, 
manhood and old age one America’s best loved 
characters, not isolated periods, distinct from each 
other, but gradual and complete portrayal full 
and profitable life. The work one which only 
ter whose intimate relation with most loved parent 
could produce. 


Irvin Cobb’s childhood Paducah, Kentucky, was full 
inhibitions and not the happy period enjoyed little 
Laura Baker Savannah, Georgia, who was become 
his wife. Irvin himself realized later life that the 
women his household were ever conscious his not 
too pleasant youth and though did not practice his 
humor consistently his home there was never dull 
moment for Laura and Buff, his only child. spite 
the poverty his early life, was period happiness 
and optimism. Cobb’s ultimate success journalist 
and writer was gradually achieved through his own efforts 
and the constant encouragement his wife. His 
work began early age his native city. New York, 
the new-reporters mecca, witnessed thirty years his 
tireless and undaunted labor. Frequent trips Europe 
punctuated his career. Hollywood spent the 
days his life, returning New York only very 
time before his death. 


Wayward Parent very human story. the type 
book that Irvin would have appreciated. human 
its portrayal the man, his eccentricities, his likes and 
dislikes, good food, good cigars, fishing, hunting, politics— 
local, national, and can 
not agree with his philosophy and attitudes life and 
death and religion given his much criticized “To 
Whom May still know was the phil 
osophy humanist and individualist, who never tried 
force his belief any other man. scaled the 
heights success and found himself one the best paid 
writers the United States, but remained very 
gruff, simple, and the helpless male” who would hand: 
hundred dollars almost anyone out make touch— 
and quibble over thirty cent overcharge New York 


taxi. Buff says, “One thing know about 


was good game guy”. 


Wayward Parent delightful tribute. Elisabeth 
Cobb has the same outlook life, humor and informality 
her father. Herself author novels, short stories 
plays, magazine articles, radio and movie scripts, she dis 
plays that she truly chip off the old 
uses little the flashback technique and does cleverly. 
Wayward Parent “is the best tribute father—this 
strange, delightful, sad, mad, and glad 
have. 


The biography recommendable for general adult reading 


Mary Bourke, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
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Rene. The Saints That Moved the World. 
Crowell. Nov. 27, 1945. 446p. $3.50. 


tradition reasserting itself among many modern 
thinkers, reaction against the imprisonment reason 
rationalism and, though taking place among men 
very different convictions and divergent religious be- 
liefs, tendency toward higher explanation reality 
than that afforded the unaided mind man. The 
this book sees the final refinement that tend- 
ency Faith and imitation Christ the one and only 
road human perfection. The men who have influenced 
not only their own generation but later generations well 
are the saints. illustrate his point presents Saint 
Anthony, the saint renunciation, Saint Augustine, the 
saint the intellect, Saint Francis Assisi, the saint 
love, Saint Ignatius Loyola, the saint will-power, Saint 
Theresa Avila, the saint ecstasy. 


Each these saints “changed the world” introducing 
anew spirit new institution, reviving tradition 
that was decay. The life each presented rapidly, 
with stress the spirit and motive rather than dates 
and events. The author indulges intellectual ro- 
manticism for continually jerks his reader back the 
present showing that these saints achieving their 
success were struggling against the same opposition, either 
from within themselves from without, that men today 
have face. 


Saint Anthony, the first hermit, made the desert flower 
literal sense and also the spiritual sense peopling 
with the multitudes men and women who followed 
his example renunciation spend their lives volun- 
tary solitude and poverty. Anthony himself won his way 
through sanctity overcoming assaults the devil 
who appeared visible form. There were tempting al- 
lurements voluptuousness, violent interference with his 
solitary prayer, offers easy wealth, all them lasting 
over periods years. Yet never did relax, never 
cease grow union with God. The result was that 
who sought and found solitude was the end his 
life one the most famous men Christendom. His 
life was the inspiration whence came monasticism both 
the east and the west, both St. Basil and St. Benedict 
organizing communities live the spirit St. Anthony. 


Whereas Saint Anthony conquered externa! forces 
evil, Saint Augustine found the enemy within himself. 

passions, indulged turbulent youth, had 
conquered before his will could adhere the divine will; 
intellectual errors, embraced without real conviction, had 
discarded before his intellect could adhere divine 
Truth. Spiritual peace and certitude were the rewards 
self-conquest, and with these became the outstanding 
intellectual force the Church. For centuries the the- 
ology the Church was based his dogmatic treatises. 
The Confessions remained evidence the greatness 
his character. 


St. Francis, troubadour God, presented the poet 
and singer the beauties God and nature, the 
sun and the heavens and every living thing. His own 
generation accepted him with enthusiasm and reverence, 
venerating him saint even before his death. And 
left future ages not only great religious foundation, 
but spirit freedom and love. Artists, following 
his inspiration, discovered nature anew; scientists, their 
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attention turned the world about them, began dis- 
cover the secret natural things. was not accident 
that Roger Bacon, one the earliest modern scientists, 
“ranciscan friar. 


Saint Ignatius Loyola, after early life devoted world- 
ambition, diverted that ambition the service Christ. 
The old order was disintegrating, the unity Christendom 
crumbling under the attack the reformation. Saint 
Ignatius was organizer and founder the Society Jesus, 
wherein combined spirit discipline with high 
degree personal latitude. Against the irresponsibility 
much religious thinking his day, proposed 
systematic use the will, program self-discipline, 
which one might assist himself the road sanctity. 
His spirit still lives the Order which founded. 


contemporary St. Ignatius, St. Theresa Avila, com- 
bined most unusual degree the apparently contrary 
qualities the contemplative and active life. Hers was 
era expansion and conquest, era secularization, 
particularly her native Spain. Even the original sever- 
ity monastic discipline had been relaxed. Her reforms 
grew out her own spirit prayer, and the gift mys- 
tical contemplation. The perfection this gift her 
was the reason why she could take such active part 
the external affairs the Church without losing the 
spiritual security union with God. She bequeathed 
the world exquisite mystical poetry, together with 
appreciation the power the interior life. 


This the book. unpleasant task expose even 
minor flaws book interesting and generally true 
this one is. But there are occasional discords. Some 
his conclusions are drawn too fine, when relates 
the spirit St. Anthony and that some modern 
painters, especially the realists; when makes the 
modern confessional literature, particularly that the 
nineteenth century, Girolamo Cardano, Benvenuto 
Cellini, Goethe, Oscar Wilde, the offspring Saint Au- 
gustine’s Confessions. not quite fair say that the 
Middle Ages were not ready for the confessions, whereas 
the Renaissance was. 


There are, too, misplaced emphases that could mis- 
leading. would give the impression that Saint Francis 
was the first true follower the evangelical counsels 
thousand years, where means, think, that was 
the most perfect. Saint Ignatius did not propose salvation 
through free will, though did emphasize the part that 
the individual will must play cooperating with divine 
Grace. discussing the physical suffering Saint 
Theresa the author seems incline the opinion that 
these sufferings were not only preparation for her mys- 
tical experiences, but necessary and indispensable con- 
dition, that the one could not have been without the 
other. One curious mistake fact occurs the state- 
ment that Saint Theresa was canonized because she re- 
formed the Carmelite Order; and another, when the 
author asserts that her first attack sickness came the 
end her seventeenth year, and that when she returned 
home recuperate some time later she was her six- 


teenth year. (Cf. pp. 338, 342.) 


Since some these criticisms reflect mere difference 
opinion, while others, though regarding fundamental 
points, seem due haste rather than deliberation, 
and whereas none them seriously affect the conclusions 
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the book, the book can be, and enthusiastically, rec- 


ommended. 
Charles Denecke, 
University Scranton 


Mercey, Arch and Lee Grove. Sea, Surf and Hell. 
Prentice-Hall. Nov. 10, 1945. 352p. $3.00. 


The United States Coast Guard the oldest our sea 
services, having been founded 1790. Usually operating 
under the Treasury Department has been transferred 
frequently, time war, the Navy. peactime 
usually operates close our coasts patrolling, life- 
saving, checking navigational hazards, etc., but time 
war the very name major understatement since its 
duties are usually performed far from our coasts. the 
late war the Coast Guard performed multitude duties 
ranging from patrol work combat and usually per- 
formed them efficiently the spirit the Coast Guard 
watchword “you have out, but you don’t have 
come back”. The present book collection stories 
and articles describing the work the Coast Guard 
World War IL. 


The book divided into seven sections containing several 
items some major aspect Coast Guard work. Major 
topics are the establishment Greenland base and 
the Arctic patrol, the American shoreline patrol and the 
guarding ports from whence moved men and materials, 
the safe-guarding coastal shipping, escort duty and the 
anti-submarine patrol the Atlantic, the role the 
Coast Guard sea-borne invasions Europe and the 
Pacific. the two sections dealing with this last topic 
the descriptions the Coast Guard role landings 
enemy beaches are well done. The seventh section 
miscellany telling the SPAR, Coast Guard, Aviation, 
combat photography, the restoration Italian 
fisheries and Sinbad, the dipsomaniac canine mascot. 
There appendix with history the Coast Guard 
Ensign, glossary, chronology Coast Guard activities 
and one two other About half the articles 
are reprints from magazines newspapers while the 
others are the same general type. The book is, 
reality, anthology personal experiences rather than 
complete description Coast Guard activities. Objec- 
tionable matter found the story Sinbad’s amatory 
proclivities which, say the least, are very poor taste 
but general the book suitable for adult readers. 


Inner Sanctum Mystery--- December Selection 


Branson, The Fearful Passage. Dec. 
1945. 249p. $2.00. 


Peter Bent, the bearded detective, called solve 
what appears murder committed the course 
robbery. Clues and evidence are scarce; Bent gathers 
more studies the lives the victim and his associ- 
ates. Motives are plentiful; Bent examines each and 
checks thoroughly the alibis all suspects. love affair 
enters and Bent able narrow his field investiga- 


Simon. 


tion until finally one the suspects confesses. There 
abstruse reasoning; there are bizarre clues, 
cealed motives hidden evidence—we have merely 
detective confronted with situation which solved 
ordinary use the intelligence. While not 
ordinary book any sense the term well done and 
will appeal the more moderate addict. Two instance 
profanity, implicit condonation divorce and 
explicit condonation marital love render the story suit 
able only for adults. 
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